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SWAN AND CANNING RIVERS — OXYGENATION PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.11 am]: I take this opportunity to update 

the house on the Swan River Trust’s oxygenation program on the Swan and Canning Rivers. As members may 

be aware, the state government has four oxygenation plants located in the upper reaches of our Swan and 

Canning Rivers, including a recently commissioned plant in Caversham. These oxygenation plants take water 

from the river and supersaturate it with oxygen before returning it to the bottom of the river, where the oxygen 

disperses. In particular, these plants have proved highly successful in providing oxygen to the water that is 

pooled behind the Kent Street Weir on the Canning River. Without this technology, oxygen concentrations 

throughout the Kent Street Weir would be hostile to most aquatic organisms during the summer months, algal 

blooms would return to levels seen before the oxygenation program began, and significant odours would 

emanate from the water and sediments.  

The total area that can be oxygenated by our oxygenation plants depends daily on the rate of oxygen delivery, 

the duration of operation and naturally varying factors such as tides, wind, salinity, rainfall and water 

temperature. On a typical summer day, the Guildford and Caversham plants combine to oxygenate 

approximately 10 kilometres of the upper Swan River between South Guildford and Middle Swan reserve. Based 

on these positive results, the Liberal–National government has provided the Swan River Trust with more than 

$1 million to extend the oxygenation program in the upper Canning River. We look forward to further improving 

the oxygen conditions over the next two years. Importantly, while no artificial oxygenation system can protect 

the river against the kind of events that caused fish kills in the upper Swan River earlier this year, the 

oxygenation plants have been strategically placed in our river system so that they can be operated to ensure that 

oxygen levels return to normal as soon as possible.  

While oxygenation plants will continue to be important, this initiative is only one of a range of actions which this 

government continues to support in our efforts to maintain and improve the health of our rivers. For example, the 

government has also committed $3.2 million over four years to investigate and build nutrient stripping systems 

on Ellen Brook and the Swan River at Bayswater. I look forward to being able to update the house on the 

progress of these trials in the future. 

 


